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THANK YOU for all your posi-
tive feedback to our first issue
of Cancer Professional. In this
second issue, we interview
Tony O’Brien, chief executive
officer of the National Cancer
Screening Service (NCSS), who
is preparing to expand
BreastCheck, cervical cancer
screening and to introduce
other new screening services.
He tells us that from January
2008, the NCSS will take full
control and responsibility for
processing cervical cancer smear tests.

Still on the subject of cervical cancer we report back from
the Paris conference on ‘Safeguarding the future of women’s
health’ where 600 people signed a declaration on global cer-
vical cancer; and a conference in Portugal that hears cervical
cancer is the biggest cancer killer in the third world.

Dr Eoghan Condon and Prof HP Redmond discuss how
surgery can boost growth of metastatic cancer, but that tech-
nique and post-operative therapy can improve patient
outcome. In particular, they point out that the peri-operative
period is a significant time to influence residual tumour
growth and the long-term outcome.

Dr Maeve Lowery and Dr John McCaffrey write that multi-
disciplinary care can help to achieve better outcomes,
particularly now that clinical decision making has become
more complex. They also outline the pitfalls and how to avoid
them.

Dr Shane Allwright told the 5th St James’s Hospital Interna-
tional Cancer Conference that evidence showed barworkers
were benefiting from the smoking ban. Dr Allwright is the co-
author of the All Ireland Bar Study which focused on
barworkers because they were high-risk.

Dr Eva Szabo also addressed the St James’s Hospital confer-
ence. She told the conference that although chemo-
prevention, using therapeutic agents, could prevent the onset
of cancer in some people, it was not yet working for every-
body who could benefit.

If you or a colleague would like to be added to the circula-
tion list for Cancer Professional please email the name and
address to andrea@medmedia.ie with ‘Cancer Professional
mailing list’ in the subject line; or phone us at 01-280 3967.

If you would like to discuss contributing an article, please
contact sheila@medmedia or phone Sheila O’Kelly at 01-492
1473.
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